Gambier Island Sea Ranch
c/o Scott M Kennedy

3283 Fleming Street
Vancouver BC. V5N 3V6

Carol Munro
CBC By Fax: (604) 662-6762

Disc Drive

April 17, 1998

Dear Carol

Re: Gambier Island Sea Ranch - Chicken House

I enjoyed immensely yesterday’s commentary on building chicken houses. I am an owner
at the Gambier Island Sea Ranch and we are in the middle of that very process. We
currently house about 75 chickens and find our existing facility inadequate. Last Sunday I
found myself out on a boat scouting out an old cabin about to be demolished for chicken
house supplies. It reminded me of my boyhood days in Saskatchewan.

The Gambier Island Sea Ranch is a 66 cabin strata titled recreation community on a 330
acre parcel of land. Gary and Patricia Hockett are full time resident managers of the
property and they care for our collection of farm animals, buildings and services. Most of
us owners are city types and journey to the Ranch for r&r and the small town social
atmosphere. Our Annual General Meeting is coming up and we will be debating budgets
for various projects including the chicken house.

The issue is do we build a cheap functional building or should the building go beyond that
and be a quality addition to our collection of structures? Do chickens appreciate their quality
of housing? Do people appreciate quality of design? Is the bottom line of egg revenue vs.
costs the sole deciding factor? Does the quality of accommodation for our animals say
something about the status in which we hold them? Do we use recycled materials at the
expense of additional labour or is our recreational time worth preserving? Will the chickens
lay more eggs in a new house? Can you help us?

I have enclosed plans and our current budget.

My,

cott M. Kennedy / wk:  (604) 253-8800
fx: (604) 253-8133

Sincerely,
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CHICKEN COOP

roof area 20.00 ft 24.00 ft 480 sqft
floor area 16.33 ft 16.33 ft 267 sqft
wall area 64.00 ft 8.00 ft 512 sqft
length quantity unit cost extension
FRAMING 2Xx6 14 ft 11 pcs $0.61 $93.94
: 10 ft 11 pes $0.61 $67.10
16 ft 2 pcs $0.61 $19.52
2x8 20 ft 1 pes $0.82 $16.40
16 ft 2 pes $0.82 $26.24
2X4 16 ft 22 pcs $0.48 $168.96
12 ft 12 pcs $0.48 $69.12
6x6 8 ft 2 pcs $2.70 $43.20
1x4 16 ft 4 pcs $0.18 $11.52
ROOF SHEATHING  4x8x3/4" fir 15 pcs $22.00 $330.00
SIDING 1X8 channel 4 ft 120 pes $0.95 $456.00
16 ft 15 pcs $0.95 $220.40
1x6 trim 16 ft 6 pcs $0.80 $76.80
1x4 trim 16 ft 16 pcs $0.65 $166.40
INSULATION? R12 - 24" wide 992 sqft 7 bags $29.31 $215.21
6 mil poly
ROORANG shingles 480 sqft $0.43 $206.40
metal roofing (delete roof sheathing)
FASTENNERS 3-1/2" galv framing nails 1 pcs $49.00 $49.00
2" galv siding nails 3 pcs $8.00 $24.00
7/8" roofing nails 2 pcs $8.00 $16.00
- 3-1/4" galv finishing nails 4 pes $8.00 $32.00
flooring nails
bolts for timber base
6x6 galv post base 2 pcs $10.00 $20.00
18" long galv. straps 8 pcs $3.00 $24.00



WINDOWS 3'6" x 3'6" awning 2 pes $125.00 $250.00
3'6" x 3'6" fixed 1 pcs $125.00 $125.00
3'6" x 1'6" awning 2 pcs $100.00 $200.00
DOORS 3'0" x 6'8" RH exterior paint grade 1 pcs $169.00 $169.00
lockset (common key) 1 pcs $20.00 $20.00
1-1/2 pr hinges 1 pcs
3'0" x 6'8" RH exterior paint grade du 1 pcs $244.00 $244.00
lockset (common key) 1 pcs $20.00 $20.00
flush bolt 1 pes $15.00 $15.00
1-1/2 pr hinges 1 pcs
PAINT & STAIN solid colour stain 20 litres $7.00 $143.36
trim stain 8 litres $7.00 $56.00
accent stain 4 litres $7.00 $28.00
Cross bracing or inside sheathing?
feed room shelving
CONTINGENCY $250.00
subtotal  $3,872.57
pst $271.08
gst $271.08
totals  $4,414.74
‘) E=2
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 ScottM Kemedy L Apdl27,19%

3283 FLeming St. . : ol & e il phee, geaty
- Vancouver, BC V5N 3ve . & e ByFAX (604) 253-8133

“.'_Hello Scott Kermedy SRR
Re Gamb:er Isi’and Sea Rarzch amt' !he Hause af’ !he (,hzcken

v Ahh, l.he maglc of radm A voice comes ﬂ:rough lhe air, perambtﬂalmg around a
: fond idea, and suddenly out of the blue—a letter: a letter of enquiry, soliciting opinion. -
and information. - Anﬂ:onty has been confm‘ed Whole phlloeophxes have heen fmmded
}onslnnmerpre.lmses' : Fea ) N .

. In short, ﬂmnkyouﬁrﬂic(}ls R Chlckcnl‘lansand sprcad s.heet The()rcha.nd
Homestead in its earlier manifestation uscd spreadsheets for the sheep, and even a
- vgetm]ogy program from the Mormons in SaltLakeCnybecausc it accounted for
 multiple-partner lines of descent:  useful for breeding records in livestock.  The chickens,
~ 'however, have never had the benefit of architectural consideration, computer book-
: »‘keepmg or the pockeﬂ:ooku of a collectve of mppomng and enﬂms:ashc mdmduals

B Inaspmtofamazementandnohiﬂedehghtatyomrequest, mdhopmgﬂnsreply
o ‘_'amves 10t 100 lale 1o be useful-—or at least fin, I consulted the legendary Chicken Nell,
- the Fata Motgana of hens. Together we have cobbled togeﬂla & reply to your questions. -
- (At this point a pause, fo apologize for the delaymrespondmg Your fax ammived -
-~ promptly at the CBC, but took some days to winkle its way to me—-by which time I had
left Studio 20 for the O.H, ance again. Your letier followed, like an am1able heat—seekmg
mtss:lc, and ﬁnallvamvedon s11= et So ontobusmess ) ce el ”

Lo Ch:cken ‘Iell says ﬂm many ofthe &est ch1cken lwuses are bmldmgs scarpered

- from their previous uses and adapted for chicken occupation. Working-with-what's-there,
* and added roosts, passageways, &tc. Amusemerrt creative use of malenals, lhe challenges
' r)f]atemlﬂnnlungareaﬂmvolved N

__ " Chicken Nell also stonﬂv mamtams that chlekens prefer a} burldmgs wh:ch are
. not new; and b) bujldings which bave "happy pasts”. She obsarves that new buildings
* make chickens feel uneasy about possible hidden agendas: so much moncy spent, and -
" whatdo THEY want? Will we be dinner if we fail? Chicken Nefl could he uustaken
':"-_aboutﬂwselssuesofcourse butlamazlmgsunp]yasﬂlemessengerhere : .

Tomglemﬂ:ﬂlcqumnonsyoumsed YU S lubeplannm,gabmldmgby

veommxttee which is, as a process, certainly rich with its own topography! On the other

' hand.w1ﬂ1660wnmthe$550000(g:veortakeafewS@ouﬂmedonﬂxespreadsbed

.+ represents something in the order of $85/member for a Jot of chicken pleasure. (Labour
vcostsareafactor ofcourse) 75 henswﬂlaymany manyeggs'
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e Itseems tothechwkens ﬂma 51nr.unnalbmldmg —ie. ﬁmchcmal fromachuckms ’
~ point of view - IS aesthetically pleasing. And yes, of course chickens appreciate: quallty
“of housing; they display this pleasure by dropping dead less often of unspecified causes. -
* -Happy chickens cause people to feel good. Many a crisis in the day-to-day huriy-bnrlv of
~ 'raising children, for example, bas been allayed by spending a few solo misutes in the feed .
- 'roomadjacenttoﬂehen house with forchead against the walL hstenmg tofhe cnngmg of
_ comemedbms Chlckensmgoodforpeoplemﬂnsway L)

R Ch:ckens hke fo be spokcn 10, and people are more Iikcly to canverse w11i1 ’
chwkens in environs wb:ch are less uhlmnan (cr mdusinal) than ﬂley are comfnrtable

f % : Camlmg egg revenue as'a ﬁctor in building desxgm'cos!s isa sensxble hne of
thought which was totally abandoned by those of us at the Orchard Homestead well over
fificen years ago, when the First Chicken House was put into use.  The cost of the fixst -
egg was calculated at $400; ‘cach one that followed helped (mmutely) toward the -
amortization of the project. (And in that particular instance, the building was already in
place, and had only to be adapte, and the chickens and thetr foed a.ndneccssrhes "
purchased). It became quite clear very earIy on ﬂ:at owntmg your chxckens or your %gs
'wasnotﬂ:eroadtobhss |- . g - ,

.~ Chickens lay aema.nyeggsasﬂleycan Ihavm'tmctmanyhold—oms It:sn‘teasy
. for chickens to refuse an egg. S\anlcmwhenbneedapracnoeeggtogetmeldea meysﬂt
~on it and then want to make more. Begimers produce funny eggs---same with no shell,
ey N 'Holdmesevexyeareﬁ:lly' Sunecsn'tstopﬂlemachmeryveryeﬁ'echvely,andpresent
. you with two cggs i one shell double the usual size. Thesc are called, at the O H. (for
- obvious reasons, and with great sympaﬂly), slruggle eggs 111ey havcanodd "beh" of
__emSheﬂaromdihexrmlddles o i il . T

L Atemﬁcgeneralbookonchwckensandwhoﬁ:eyareandhowﬂleyhketolwens
mcmmspmnglyuﬂed“RmsmgCMckensﬂzeModanWay It’snotnew—maybels-m
yrs. old, and pubhmdaspartof a series on vanous fam animals ("Raising
Pigs/Sheep..." sete.) Anulher gond one tefls about wakm Ttact(xs( (&mt's ﬂle trﬂe) asa
gardenmgmd | iy spal TRy | .

» - Asﬁn lhalabm+wcycledmatenalsvasuse:q:ed1enceandncwmamals,ﬂ1e :
. question which comes by way of reply raises itself like moming swamp. fog: is malung of
" the chicken house, for those involved. a recreative process? For some folks, it beats 2
. hours of racquet ball all o plum. puddmg ‘So you have to pick your players...and -
’ togciher decxde what itis you arc savmg 1f you opt to enne" recreauonal tlme

L %mecostscanbedown—slzedonyr list Roofsheaﬂungcanbe()nen‘eedsmd
 board instead of fir ply.. The poly vapour barrier for the insulation will be effective even 1f
- itis thinner than the 6 mu. What kind of heatlight will be used? (Chickens will lzyail -

- year round, atthough less abundantly in Jan-March, —IF they have 14 hrs. ofhghtda:ly
: Tllls doas NOT suggesi aduptmg the fackwy—mglme of 24 hrs of elechc hgh‘t mstead,
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'mmdfulofﬂ:echckms phototopwnaﬁn‘c,ﬂ:e“ammerhmm"beslrﬂ:cmtooonﬁnue _ | 'y
b"laymgwhenﬁmnahmlhghtshm‘bensmﬁ&lemsetnfmmer) . '

o Wlutammhnglsﬂwrefmﬁemmdfmfeucmgwmdtokmlchlcm -
s 'predawrs? low far off the floor are the roosts and nest boxes? Chickens cau ascend apd
" like to-do so. Tlnsallowsgooduseofmlznorﬂoorspmebelowﬂ:emosts&mlsfor
times when you want to keep them all indoors. Each chicken likes to have some .~
ﬂwspacetouself Ifyou:rs llknl.upldy hupwotch more rov wﬂlbcculled for

_ Can‘tmllﬁmtbep]amhowﬂleeggsaremhewd Ifnestboxcsopendmecﬂyw
ﬂleoulsxde,vmaﬂaporllﬁledouropenmgmtoarnmhwlln:supplyroom.eg.gscanln '
gathored without going into the hen house proper. This = less disturbance for the hens-
mdoors, andprovldcseasyegg—gaﬂlenug lfyoummyounhppers mstend of your
,gumboois. ] _ ’

o Chmkmmanure:smeforgardens, ofcoumc and:fthehenhmseﬂoons

i covm'edmadeeplayerofpeatmoss,ﬂaehmemvdryandclmﬂmrdmppmgsare
abmrbedmtoﬂ:edrymoss,mdmeennrebatchofstu&‘cangoduecﬂytcgardmuse-
unlike shavmgs, whchdmtmu]chas well. Andﬂleylovcmdust-baﬁnemﬂ:cmoss. _

 The clnckms eagerly clean up weedsand garden debus, mretm-nfor prov:dmg
vgoodferuhza' Ifyouwantﬂlemtoﬁ'eerangc,butyoudomwantﬂwmmmgﬁrand
v.ldc,anmgetolelthmoutformhcmortwobefmsunset,andﬂneymm‘tstray
o far theyliketobembedbefotedmk(bedumesmrynotmndam)' S -

Wcll ﬂm'smnre andless--thanyouaﬂcedforl Thope meofltlsuseﬁ.ll
andttntmeof:tlsfun Clnckensmgrattems,andmakegoodsulueclsfotﬂw
raconteus, asyouhaveohsuved . , _ :

: Thmksforlntenmg soclosely lo'DlscDm'e“ ' It's always ﬁ:utowsntﬂ:e show—
spcomllyw&monoofﬂlcrosuksofahsppyaﬁemoonxsﬂneMmUnumalLeﬂeryou
" sent my way. Tam so chuffed by the notion of being a Chicken Authority that I may hang
, 'outmyshmgleasaCh:ckequsuhw,andoﬁ'ertoaﬂendAGMstopmﬁersageadﬂoc
andwun&y !zla Wholmow«whattmmowmaybnng" ' o

Atﬂ1every]east, Ihopeﬂbrmgsmuchpleasm‘ebwumd&leGISR
; colleagucs And similar goodncss 1o your dutifil hens. I also hope Gt yuTl choose o
"kocp me poskad—-mall sent o me at "Disc Dnve" lsalways tmﬂ:ﬁxl]y forwarded ‘

. Wﬂh gemt good wmhes,

. TOTAL P.E3



Gambier Island Sea Ranch
c/o Scott M Kennedy

3283 Fleming Street
Vancouver BC. V5N 3V6

Carol Munro
CBC By Fax: (604) 662-6762
Disc Drive

June 21, 1998
Dear Carol and Chicken Nell
Re: Gambier Island Sea Ranch - Chicken House

Your letter was entertaining and yes even informative. It has proved most beneficial to our project and the
quest for community spirit at the Ranch. The advice to use peat moss on the floor of the house has been
followed up by Gary and Trish. Previously we have been using wood chips. The peat moss should prove
to be beneficial to Dr. Orest when he hauls the spoils, one wheelbarrow at a time, to his garden next
spring. (I wonder if we accounted for the value of the by-products in our chicken house economic study?)

Since our last communication a mink has killed 8 chickens. His hide is tanning nicely. This was not
entirely a bad thing as this week Gary and Trish, with a lot of help from some of Chicken Nell’s relatives,
hatched a family of five and a second family of four chicks. This was quite exciting for all us and will
become a normal event at the Ranch as the need arises.

The sheep and pigs arrived by Sea Truck about three weeks ago. Always an entertaining event, pigs
squealing and lambs baaing as we unload them one animal at a time, boaters anchored in the inlet must
assume there are bloodthirsty pirates on the island with all the racket.

The board went through the usual struggle of too many projects and not enough time or money prior to
this years Annual General Meeting. Unfortunately the chicken house did not make this year’s cut. We
anticipate it will be a top priority next spring. The environmentally responsible project of building a
containment facility around our diesel tanks will take up most of the available manpower this year.

Your letter proved to be the highlight of our communal boat ride to the Ranch a few weeks ago. We
would like to extend an invitation to you to attend the official chicken house christening ceremony, which
will now be sometime in late spring of 1999. We thought a bottle of Wild Turkey would be appropriate.
The menu will consist of omelets and eggnogs. You and your family will be our guests for the weekend
at our lodge. The lodge was built in 1912. It has seven bedrooms and fronts on the inlet. The main floor
now serves as our community hall.

I was contacted last week by Iona Green of the CBC TV program “Cottage Country”. They are
considering featuring the Ranch and our cabin, (notice they are cottages back east but cabins out west -
vacation homes if they are offshore), in next years lineup. You may be able to get a preview of the place
through your venerable institution. '

We will keep in touch as to an appropriate time and date. The ulterior motive of course is to ensure the
project is complete before company arrives.

Sincerely,

Scott Kennedy wk:  (604) 253-8800
fx: (604) 253-8133



